


Hope Planning Commission
Extra Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
August 4, 2025
Meeting was called to order with the pledge of allegiance at 6:00 pm
Members Present: Nicole Kelley, Diane Vaughan, Wendy Faber, Jennifer Salisbury & Kelly Eddy
Dan Mieske was also present. Rita Goul and J Ruddy were present.
Minutes were approved from meeting on June 4, 2025, 1 Typo Blight Ordinance keep on as a reminder.
Nicole made a motion to accept the minutes; Seconded by Kelly. Motion carried.
Old Business: 
The time frame to review the Master Plan is 5 years. It was reviewed in November of 2022.
Blight Ordinance-Take off Planning. The Township Board is responsible for the Blight Ordinance.
Fencing-Height Allowed & Discussion of Waterfront Fencing.
Next regular meeting is October 1st, which will be a Public Hearing to add Fencing to the Ordinance.
Regarding fences: Michigan allows for a 7 ft high fence. No permit is required to install a fence. No berm buildup will be allowed at ground level to achieve a higher fence height.
Fences will need to be not more than 50 % solid fence. Fences will be 3 ft high from the water’s edge or seawall for 25 feet so not to obstruct the view of the water. Then higher fence is allowed. Fences already need to be 25 ft back from the front/roadside of property. Fences will need to be maintained in good condition. Recommended not to be on the property line. 12” from property line is recommended.
Previously constructed fences will be grandfathered in.
New Business: 
An inquiry was made regarding the sale of a barn at 7285 N 5 Mile Road. The interested party would like to purchase the property to make it into a wedding venue. The property is currently zoned AG-Residential. It is not easily accessible. The township planning board does not want to get involved in spot zoning.
The Gully property is available for sale, and the former beet plant property is also for sale.
Edenville Township notified Hope Township that they are updating their Master Plan. Asked if Hope Township would like to receive updates on their Master Plan.
Kelly Eddy will be resigning from the Planning Board.
Next meeting is October 4, 2025, at 6pm. Will be a regular meeting with a Public Hearing.
Meeting adjourned at 7:25pm

Diane Vaughan
Secretary-Hope Planning





















