
              

   PUBLIC HEARING #2 FOR THE HOPE TWP. WATER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT         

September 24, 2012            

Hope Township Hall, 7:00 P.M.         

       

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:     Andy Kobisa, Supervisor  

        JoAnn Wilkie, Clerk   

        Starleen Eddy, Treasurer  

        Mary Letts, Trustee   

        Robert Davis, Trustee    

HOPE TWP. WATER BOARD:     Eugene Smith    

        Tom Clark    

        Randy Hock     

TOWNSHIP WATER ATTORNEY:    Wm. Fahey, Attorney   

 CIVIL ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS    John Billette    

        Mark Norton     

VISITORS LIST:       LIST ATTACHTHED 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The Supervisor opened the public hearing by explaining that this public hearing 

was the time and place to review the proposed special assessment roll for Hope 

Township Water System Special Assessment District No. 1. This will be used to recover 

the costs of the project from the benefitting property owners.    

 This special assessment district was previously approved by the Township 

Board’s Resolution. This district consists of all the assessable parcels fronting on the 

proposed water lines to be installed by the project.      

 Wm Fahey, Attorney,  stated that Public Acts 1954, Act 188 allows the Township 

to construct a water project when it receives petitions signed by the owners of at least 

50% of the land area of a proposed special assessment district. The Township Board 

earlier received petitions and decided to initiate proceedings under Act 188.   

 The first hearing, held in 2010, the Township Board heard comments and 

objections from the public about (1) the petitions, (2) the proposed water system 

improvements, (3) the proposed cost of these improvements, and (4) the proposed 

district that will be assessed to pay the cost of the water improvements. After the first 

public hearing, the Township Board approved those matters and decided to proceed 

with the water improvements.         



 Since the initial hearing, at the direction of the Township Board, the Engineers 

have prepared a more detailed plan for the water system improvements. The Supervisor 

has prepared a proposed special assessment roll, which proposes what portion of the 

total cost each lot owner in the district will pay.      

  Mr. Fahey, stated that the clerk would at this time any written comments or 

objections, that had not been turned in before.      

 As required by Act 188, the CLERK, stated she had published notice of the public 

hearing twice prior to this hearing in the Midland Dailey News,. The first publication was 

at least ten (10) days prior to this hearing.        

 The Clerk, also mailed notices of this public hearing to all owners of land in the 

special assessment districts at the addresses shown on the last Township Tax 

Assessment Roll, at least ten (10) days before this public hearing. I also prepared a proof 

of publication and mailing that is on file in my office.     

 The Supervisor, under the direction of the Township Board has prepared a 

proposed special assessment roll. That roll has been on file with the Township Clerk. 

This special assessment roll is available tonight for inspection by the public. The cost of 

the water improvements will be assessed equally among all the assessable parcels 

within the special assessment district. THE PRINCIPAL ASSESSMENT FOR EACH PARCEL 

WILL BE $8,350.00.          

  The special assessment may be paid over forty (40) years at an interest rate that 

will be determined after the bonds are sold. We expect the interest rate on the special 

assessment to be 3.75%. A customer may pay off the entire amount early and reduce 

their liability for interest, this must be done prior to February 14, 2013.   

 Mr. Fahey called on our engineer, John Billette, to explain the water 

improvement project. The total cost of the water project is expected to be 

$8,800,000.00. Of that amount, $7,600,000.00 will be assessed to the district for the 

water project. A $1,200,000.00 grant was received  to help defer the cost. Other hookup 

costs include, $1410.00 for inspections and meter and $90.00 inspection fee from the 

Township Code Authority. Water usage is around $3.90 per thousand gallons of water. 

Water District #1 sends out bills once a quarter.      

 A list of questions asked and answered is attached to these minutes. Property 

owners had to have a written request  turned in by tonight to be able to petition the Tax 

Tribunal.  

  PUBLIC HEARING ADJOURNED AT 8:37 P.M.       

 

      

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 4 TO CONFIRM THE ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR HOPE TWP.   

 Mary Letts moved the Hope Twp. Board confirms the proposed special assessment roll 

for these special assessment districts by adopting Resolution #4 for Hope Township Water 

System Special Assessment District #1. It was supported by Starleen Eddy and a roll call vote 

was called-            

 Robert yes Starleen yes   Mary yes JoAnn yes Andy yes   

Resolution passed- 

Adjourn 8:45 P.M. 

 

JoAnn Wilkie           

  Hope Township Clerk 


